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House of Representatives
The House met at 9 a.m.

f

MORNING HOUR DEBATES

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to the
order of the House of January 19, 1999,
the Chair will now recognize Members
from lists submitted by the majority
and minority leaders for morning hour
debates. The Chair will alternate rec-
ognition between the parties, with each
party limited to 25 minutes, and each
Member other than the majority and
minority leaders and the minority
whip limited to 5 minutes each, but in
no event shall debate be continued be-
yond 9:50 a.m.

f

THE JUVENILE JUSTICE BILL

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
CHABOT). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 19, 1999, the
gentleman from Illinois (Mr. HASTERT)
is recognized during morning hour de-
bates for 5 minutes.

Mr. HASTERT. On behalf of the
elected entire Republican leadership, I
rise today to talk about the efforts of
the House to respond to the national
crisis surrounding violence in our
schools.

Last week’s shooting in Conyers,
Georgia, only reinforced the fears of
many parents about the safety of the
schools which their children attend.
Studies show that our Nation’s schools
on average are safer than ever, but av-
erage means nothing to the mothers
and fathers who send their children to
school every day. They want more from
us, and we will provide more.

Last week the other body passed leg-
islation that responded in part to the
situation in our schools. Part of that
legislative response included gun con-
trol legislation.

We support commonsense legislation
that keeps guns out of the hands of un-
supervised children. We support tight-
ening laws to bring uniformity between

gun shows and gun shops. We support
instant background checks at gun
shows.

We intend to bring these measures to
the floor of the House, and I believe
they will pass, but passing these meas-
ures is only part of the solution.

As I said on this floor last week, our
children need to learn the differences
between right and wrong. They need
moral instruction, and they need a cul-
ture that reinforces positive values
that help create a safer and more se-
cure society.

What happened in Littleton, Colo-
rado, and Conyers, Georgia, are gen-
uine national tragedies. It is natural
that they should spur us to action, but
it is wrong for anyone to simply try to
score political points as a result of
these tragedies.

I take a back seat to no one in this
Congress when it comes to a desire to
make our schools safer. I specifically
spoke about safer schools from this
well in my first speech as Speaker.

I taught high school for 16 years be-
fore entering public life. My two boys
graduated from public high school not
that long ago. My wife goes to work
every day in a public school, just as she
has for the last 33 years. I want her and
the children she teaches to be safe.

Last week, in consultation with the
minority leadership, we developed a
timetable for consideration of a juve-
nile justice bill that would help make
our schools safer. It was a very con-
structive meeting. I thought we had
mapped out a very responsible,
straightforward approach to handling
this issue by prompt action of the au-
thorizing committee, not riders on un-
related appropriation bills.

Unfortunately, it appears that de-
spite the best efforts at the leadership
level, more partisan elements are con-
tinuing to press for quicker, ill-consid-
ered action this week. We continue to
believe, just as we proposed last week,
that we should consider this bill in a
timely yet responsible way.

In order to responsibly expedite mat-
ters, I asked the Committee on the Ju-
diciary to move up its hearing on this
issue by 3 weeks. They agreed, and will
start hearings this Thursday.

I asked the gentleman from Illinois
(Mr. HYDE) to be prepared to mark up
legislation the first week we get back
from the Memorial Day district work
period so it could be ready for the floor
the next week. Again, this was much
faster than originally proposed. He has
agreed to do so.

Later today he and the chairman of
the Subcommittee on Crime, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. MCCOLLUM)
will announce an outline of our youth
violence legislation.

This legislation will focus on making
our schools and our streets safer by
prosecuting those who break the cur-
rent gun laws. It will keep lawbreakers
in jail longer. It will enact a zero toler-
ance policy for children who bring guns
to school, and it will make sure that
dangerous juveniles will not be able to
buy guns lawfully when they become
adults, and that we have open and com-
plete juvenile records to help us keep
guns out of their hands.

When we consider this legislation,
the House will be able to work its will
regarding certain provisions from the
Senate package, just as I had assured
the minority leader last week.

The House will vote on trigger locks,
background checks at gun shows, and
closing the gun purchasing loophole.
We will expedite this legislation, but
we will not force it through the system
without the proper consideration of the
Committee on the Judiciary.

Some of my colleagues, sensing an
advantage, may try to go outside of the
rules of the House and attach ill-con-
sidered riders to legislation not rel-
evant to the juvenile justice issue.
That would be a mistake. I know emo-
tions are running high, but let us be
honest about this. Even if we did pass
legislation this week, it would still be
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